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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 12, 19, 21, 27, 34 and 35 as indicated in the following. 
Please cancel claims 6, 7, 26 and 37 without prejudice as indicated in the following- 
Claims Listing: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

detecting a first splice intcmipt -indicator u sing transport packet demultiplexer hardware^ 
wherein detecting the first splice indicator includes generating a first splice 
interrupt based upon the first splice indicator : 

determining a new packet identifier when, in response to detecting the first splice 

indicator, it is detennined that a first splice state has been encountered, wherein 
the first splice state is based upon a first splice countdown value parsed by the 
transport packet demultiplexer hardwar e, wherein the new packet identifier is 
detennined in response to the first splice interrupt: 

detecting a second spUce indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer hardware 

wherein detecting the second splice indicator includes generating a second splice 
interrupt based upon the second snlice indi,catQy : and 

using the new packet identifier in response to the second spUce indicatoi i nterrxipt 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

loading the new packet identifier into a shadow register after determining the new packet 
identifier and before using the new packet identifier 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein using the new packet identifier 
fiirthcr comprises loading the contents of the shadow register into a main register. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 2, wherein using the new packet identifier 
fiirther comprises using the shadow register as the main register. 
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5. (Previoxxsly Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein detecting the first splice 
indicator includes using an adaptation field parser portion of the transport packet demultiplexer 
hardware. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the first spHce indicator and the second 
splice indicator represent different occurrences of a common event 

9. (QrLgiiLal) The method of claim 8, wherein the common event is the assertion of a 
splice flag. 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein determining further includes 
the first splice countdown value being a positive value. 

12. (Cuirently Amended) The method of claim 1 further including: 

using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice mdicator i nterrup t when, 
in response to detecting the second splice indicator it is determined that a second 
sphce state has been encountered, wherein the second splice state is based upon a 
second splice countdown value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer 
hardware. 

1 3. (I*reviously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein using further includes the 
second splice countdown value being a zero value. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, wherein determining further 
includes the fii'st splice countdown value being a positive value. 

Page 3 of 10 U.S- App. No.: 09/4S9,681 

PAGE 5/12* RCVD AT 5/4/2005 5:18:M PM [Eastern DayflghtT^^^ 



MAY. 4. 2005 4:25PM TL&A 512-327-5452 



NO. 0924 P. 6 



15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising; 
detecting a third splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
requesting acquisition of a current program management table in response to the third 

splice indicator. 

16. (Previously Presented) A method comprising: 

detecting a first splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

deteimining a tiew packet identifier when, in response to detecting the first splice 

indicator, it is determined that a jBrst splice state has been encountered, wherein 
the first splice stale is based upon a first splice countdown value parsed by the 
transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

detecting a second splice indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

using the new packet id«itifier in response to the second splice indicator. 

detecting a third splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

requesting acquisition of a current program management table when, in response to 
detecting the third sphce indicator, it is determined that a third splice state has 
been encountered, wherein the third splice state is based upon a third splice 
countdown value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer hardware. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, wherein determining fiirther 
includes the first splice coxmtdown value being a negative value. 

18- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16, further comprising verifying the new 
packet identifier. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I , wherein 

using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator i nterrupt further 
includes using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator 
rntenupt w hen the new packet identifier is associated with a first program type. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein the fu^t program type is mutually 
exclusive from a second program type, and the second program type is commercials- 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

detecting a first splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardwar e, wherein 

detecting the first sphce indicator includes generating a first splice intemipt: 
deteimining a new packet identifier in response to the first splice indioato ri nterrupt : 
detecting a second splice indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 
using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator, 
detecting a third splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; and 
requesting acquisition of a cuixent program management table in response to the third 
splice indicator. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 further comprisitig: 

loading the new packet identifier into a shadow register after determining the new packet 
identifier and before using the new packet identifier. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein using the new packet 
identifier fiirther comprises loading the contents of the shadow register into amain register. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein using the new packet 
identifier further comprises using the shadow register as the main register. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21, wherein detectmg the first splice 
indicator includes using an adaptation field parser portion of the transport packet demultiplexer 
hardware. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26 claim21. wherein 

detecting the second splice indicator includes gena-ating a second splice interrupt based 

upon the second splice indicator; and 
d e termining -arusing the new packet identifier occurs in response to the second splice 

interrupt. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 27, wherein the first splice indicator and 
the second splice indicator represent differmt occurrences of a common event. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28, wherein the common event is the 
assertion of a splice flag. 

30. (Previously Presented) A method comprising: 

detecting a first splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

determining a new packet identifier in response to the first splice indicator; 

detecting a second sphce indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator; 

detecting a third splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer hardware; and 

requesting acquisition of a current program management table when, in response to 
detecting the third splice indicator, it is detennined that a third splice state has 
been encountered, wherein the third splice state is based upon a third splice 
countdown value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer hardware. 

31. (Pre\'iously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein detennining further 
includes the third splice countdown value being a negative value. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, further comprising veri^g the new 
packet identifier. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein 

using tlie new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator fiuther includes 
using the new packet identifier in response to the second splice indicator when the 
new packet identifier is associated with a first program type. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33, wherein the first program type is 
mutually exclusive fi-om a second program type, and the second program type is commercia tea 
commercial tvoe . 
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35. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a means for detecting a first splice indicator using transport packet demultiplexer 

hardwar e, wherein the meags for detecting the first splice indicator includes a 
means for generating a first splice mtemipt in response to the first splice 
indicator : 

a means for determining a new packet identifier when, in response to detecting the first 
splice indicator it is determined that a first splice state has been encountered, 
wherein the first splice state is based upon a first splice countdown value parsed 
by the transport packet demultiplex^: hardwar e, wherein the new packet id^tifier 
is determined m response to the jRrst splice interrupt: 

a means for detecting a second splice indicator using the transport packet demultiplexer 
hardwar e, wherein the means for detecting the second splice indicator includes a 
means for generating a second splice interrupt in response to the first splice 
indicator: and 

;i mej^ns fnr iisino tfip. nflror -nflrVftt identifier' in ^^-Sponse to thc second splice 
indicato ri ntemipL 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, ftirther comprising: 

a means for loading the new packet identifier into a shadow register after determining the 
new packet identifier and before using the new packet identifier. 

37. (Canceled) 

38. (Canceled) 

39. (Previously Presented) A method comprising: 

detecting a first splice indicator u^g transport packet demultiplexer hardware; 

requesting acquisition of a current program management table when, in response to 

detecting the first splice indicator it is determined that a fu^ splice state has been 
encountered^ wherein the first sphce state is based upon a first sphce countdown 
value parsed by the transport packet demultiplexer hardvt^are. 
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